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and improve our interest, our time, our strength and 
‘our talents, for the mutual bepefit, support and comfort 
of each other, for the support and furtherance of the 
gospel, for the good of the widow and fatherless, and 
-sueh as may be Seimed real ohjeets of charity, and for 

any other paqus & charitable Uses which &spel 
may require. | ha 
And we do, by these presents, severally and jointly, 
of our own free choice, and by our own valuntary act, 
solemnly conscientiously, covenant and agree, néver 
. to bring any debt, blame os demand whatever, against 
the said David or any other member er members of said 
family, or against any other person gr persons of our 
- community, on account of any labor or seryice that has 


been or may be done by. us, or any of ws, sexezally or 


jointly;— particular agreements, in writing, hetween 
_members of different families are hereby only excepted. 
_ And we do further agree, and it.ig hereby expressly 
understood & provided, that when ally. one or more.of 
us shall see cause to move from this family to any other 
family of the comminniy or to withdraw from if 
munity, we shall be at full hberty sq todo, an; to take 
with us our property, :if any we have hrought in. 


But provided, in all cases (the original pp of 


individuals excepted) that we shall.leave each other 
‘free from all debt; blame, or demand whatsoever, 
In testimony whereof we, both brethren and sisters, 


have hereunto set our hands, in presence ofeach other, . 


this 14th day of March, A. D. 1810. : 


-Pavid Darrow, Daniel Mosely". Solomon King, Peter 


Pease, Archibald Meacham, Benjamin 8. Youngs, 


4Fssachar Bates, Blisha Dennis, Barachah Dennis, Koss 
Morrell, James Hedge, Nathan Sharp, Henry Morrell 
John Carson, Joseph Lockwood, _, 

‘Ruth Farrington, Molly Goodrich, Ruth Darrow 


Lacy Bacon, Rachel Johnsan, Hortancy Goodrich 


‘Martha Sanford, Edith Dennis, Eunice Bedle, Caty 


‘Rubart, Susanna Liddil Polly Thomas, Jenny M‘Ne 


~ Polly Davis, Hannah Carson Rachel, Duacan, Rachel 


Dennis, Phebe Lockwood, 
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CONSTITUTION 
of | 


‘THE UNITED SOCIETIES, 
. + OF BELIEVERS (CALLED SHAKERS 


Covenants anp ARTCLES OF AGREMENT, DEFIN- 
“TIVE OF THE LEGAL GROUNDS OF THE INSTITUTION. 
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“Wisdom hath builded her house” — s0LOMON 


alo Am,‘ Other foundation can no man lay”.— Pauls 
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SUNDRY COVENANTS Gc. 
“apy 0 rst Convenient th Ohio, drafted by Elder Ben- 
pics in the year 1810. 


HEREAS we the subscribers, near Lebanon, 
wi. in the township of Tartlecreek, county of War- 
ren and state of Ohio, and members of the community 
_of people known age name of Shakers; believing that 
‘Christ hath made his Second Appearance, to make an 
‘send of sim, and that he has begun ‘to establish his king- 
dom of everlasting rghteousness and peace, on earth, 
‘which is free to a le, (who will receive it) and 
will stand forever: we, having by the 
| of God, through faith and obedience, been made 
] partakérs'of the gospel of salvation, by which we are 
called to take up our cross daily, and follow-Christ in 
the regeneration—to renounce the union and relation of 
‘the flesh, and instead thereof, te labor for the union & 
relation of the’ Spirit, by which, according to the pro- 
- Ynise of God made known in this day, He will gather toi 
gether, in one, all things in Christ, which are in hea- | 
and upon earth: And whereas we feel it tobe our 

~* duty and privilege, to obey the call of God by the gos- 
a pel; ait being desirous to live the remainder of our — 
, ‘time od earth, in that manner -in which we can do the © 
‘most good, for the honor of God, for the increse and © 
support of the gospel, and for the mutual comfort and 
happiness of each other, and the benefit of mankind,— 
And being united in willingness to declare our faith & 
and the reason of our proceedings, as matter of consci- — 
and choice, and not of fraud nor compulsion,— 
And for an end of all controversy to those whom it may _ 
afterwards concern, Therefore, according to ourown 
faith and desire, and of our free-will and voluntary 
choice, we mutually covenant and agree, to live toge- — 

ther in one family, now ander the spiritual care of David 
Darrow, & on the premises belonging to the jointinter- 
est of the Church of our community; and to this intent, 
~ as brethren and sisters in the gospel of our only Lord 
-and Savior Jesus Christ, we,do severally and jointly, — 
freely and voluntarily covenant and agree to devote, use 
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said, then all & sifgular the & duties 
- incumbent upon them, shall de 
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rolve upon their succes- 
sor who shall be appointed to fill their place in -said 
office and irust; so that the individuals appoinied to 
the office of deacons or trustees, of the WALK shall be 
vestedwith the power and authority of managing and 


_ disposing of the property and interest of the church, 
as aforesaid, and of making all just andJawfal defense 


for the security and protection of the joint-interest and 
privileges of the church, and all the transactions of such 


-members shall be valid, so long as they act in the. offici- 
al capacity of deacons or trustees in union with the body 
according to the tenor of this covenant, and no longer. 


V. And farther, we covenant and agree, that it shall 
be the duty-of the trustees to keep, or cause to be kept 
in a book or books, provided for that purpose, a true copy 
of this covenant, t-gether with all other records or 
ters of a public nature, that may be necessary for the 
information and sztisfaction of concerned, «nd for 
the security of the join'-interest of the church, commit- 
ted to their care. 
Vi.And moreover, as the whole end, design, and purpose g 
of our thus uniting in church-relation is,to receive & diffuse 
the man’ fald gifts uf God, to the mutual comfort & happiness 
of each vther, as brethren and sisters_in the gospel: and 
VA the relief of the poor, the widow and the fatherless, 


_and such as may be deemed real objects of charity :-— There- 


fore, according to the faith, manner, rule, order and example _ 

» we do freely, and cordially, covenant, pro- 
mise and agrce together, each for ourselves, our heirs and 
assigns, that we shall never, hereafter, make any account of 
any property, labor or service devoted by us to the purposes 
aforesaid, or bring any charge of debt or damage, or hold 
uny demand whatever against the church or community or 
any member thereof, on account of either property or service 
given, rendered. or consecrated to the a foreiaid sacred and 
charitable uses. And in confirmaiion of all the aforesaid 
statements, covenants, promises & articles of agreement, we 
have hereunto subscribed our names, in presence oftach other 
b ginning on this fifteenth day of the first month, in tre year 
of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 
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THE CHURCH-COVENANT,. 
| EXxEcuTeD | 

At Union- Village, January 15th 1812. : 
THE STATE OF OHIO WARREN COUNTY. 
WHEREAS we the denominated by each 


other Believers in Christ, having received the testimony 
of the gospel through the ministration of the Church at 
New-Lebanon, in the township of Canaan, county of 


Columbia & state of New-York: and believing, accord- 
ingto the distinguishing faith of said Church, that Cirist. 


actually made his appearance the second time with- 


sin unto salvation, & has begun establish his king- 


dom of righteousness and peace on earth, which is fiec to 


‘all people & will stand forever; and being made pariak- 


ers of that light and power of God which has called aud 
enabled us to fake up.a full and daily cross agaiusi the 


_ world, the flesh, & all evil in our knowledge, & to fo.low 


hrist in the regeneration, by which, we believe, God, 
a€cording to his everlasting promise, will gather togeth- 
eran one all things in Christ, which are in heaven and 


Woon earth, and having taken sufficient time & precau- 


tion to prove our faith, and being fully satisfied that it is 
the faith of the only true gospel into which we are called, 
and feeling it to be our duty and privilege, according to 


the holy Scripiures, thé present call of God, and the civil 


and religious rights, secured to us in common with other 


citizens, to obey our faith, in all things, & to chuse that ~ 


manner of life which we believe to be the most accepta- 
ble to God and most profitable to the spiritual and tem- 
poral good and welfare of ourselves and others;—And 
moreover, it being our faith, that the union and relation 
of the Church of God in one joint-interest, is a situa- 
tion the most acceptable to God and productive of the 
greatest good of any state or situation attainable on 


earth; therefurc in obedience to our own faith, we have 


dissolved every band and tie of the flesh or fallen nature 
of this lost world, and covenanted and agreed as breth- 
ren and sisters in the gospel, to gather together & unite 
in one body as a religious community; tobe constituted, 
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(82) 
built up and established upon the principles and rules of 
the Church aforesaid. And as God, according to his 
promises has begun to give his people one heart and 
one way, that they may serve him forever; we do there- 
fore expressly agree to and with each other, that the 
order of God made known in his Ctiurch we will observe 


and keep, as delivered to us, with all and singular the 


rules, manners and customs of the Church, in relation to 
union, communion and fellowship; the rights, privileg- 


es and duties of the members, as also offices of trust and — 


care, in the disposal and management of the joint-inter 
est of the Church, according to the following articles 
of covenant. 


I. We severally and jointly agree to gather together, 
and be constituted in the furm and ordet of a Church, 


under the spiritual care of Elder David Darrow & El- 


deress Ruth Farrington, whom we acknowledge to be 
our beloved parents in the gospel, appointed by the gift 
of God to have the rule over us; and to watch for our 


~- souls and admonish us: Therefore, according to the rule 


and order of the gospel, it shall be our duty, at all times 
to revercnce and respect them in their gift and calling: 
tobe subject to them in the Lord, to follow their 
faith, and to esteem them very highly in love, for their 
works’ sake. 

I]. That as it is fit and proper that certain individuals 
should be intrusted with the care of the temporal inter- 
est of the Church, as deacons 01 trustees; and as we be- 
lieve ‘hat our beloved brethren Peter Pease, John Wal- 
lace and Nathan Sharp, are more particularly endowed 
with gifts and qualifications for that oy me we do 
therefore call, appoint and ordain the said 
John Wallace and Nathan Sharp, to the said office of 
deacous or trustees of the Church, mutually deena: 
and covenanting to and with the aforesaid brethren, that 


they are duly invested with the said office of deacons or 


trustees, and empowered to exercise all the duties there- 
of, according to the rules and regulations of the Church 
heretofore known and practised, and which are here 


after briefly stated. 
JIl. All who are recely 


eter Pease, 


ed as members of the Church, 
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are to be of lawful age to act for themselves, and to offer 


tnemselves freely and voluntarily, aga religious duty, 
and according to their own faith and desize, and such 


as have property, and are free from any just demand 


from those that are, without, are allowed, according to 
their own faith, to bring in and devote, as a part of the 


joint-interest of the Church, all such property as they 


justly hold, and have an indisputable right to as their 

wful interest; and the joint-interest ofthe Church thus 
formed and established by the free-will offerings of ihe 
members respectively, shall be possessed by the whole 
body jointly, as their natural and religious right; that is, 
all and every individual of or belonging to the Church 
shall enjoy equai rights and privileges in the use of all 
things pertaining to the Chh. according to their order 


ands every cne has need, without any difference being 


er on account of what any one brought in; & itshall 
e the duty of all the members, to support and main- 
tain the joint-interest of the Church, according to their 
several abilities, as members one of another, each in 
their order improving the manifold gifts of God for the 


good of the whole. 
1V. That itshall be the duty of the de acons or trus- 


tees aforesaid, to take the immediate charge and over- 


sight of all and singular the property, estate and inter- 


est dedicated, devoted and given up, as aforesaid, to 


the joint-interest of the Church—with all gilts, grants or 
donations, that may at any time be given or devoted for 
the benefit of the Church, or for the relief of the ror 
any such charitable use or purpose; and the said joint- 
interest, estate, gifts, grants and donations shall be held 
by them, in the capacity of deacons or trusices, and shall 
be and remain forever, inviolably, under the care and 
oversight, and at the disposal of the deaconship of the 
Church, in a continual line of succession. And we do 
by these presents, covenant, promise and agree, that all 
the transactions of the deacons in the use and disposal 


- of the joint-interest of the Ghurch, shall be for the mu- 


tual benefit of the Church, and-in behalf of the whole 
body, & to no personal or private end.or purpose what- 
ever, And when by death or any other means, any dea- 
con or trustee shall cease to actin ‘their cflice as afore- 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


. ‘THE Church(known by the name of Shakers) at Union | 
~ Village and Watervliet, in the counties of Warren and 
. Montgomery, state of Ohio, being constituted on the 
evangelical principles ofa joint-interest, and according- 
ly, the property of the Church being secured by a firm 
covenant to pious and chritable uses and pene, and 
committed to the lawful possession, care .and manage- 
. ment of certain individuals as deacons or trustees, who 
are solemnly bound to appropriate it to the use and be- 
‘nefit of the Church, the relief of the poor, the widow & 
“fatherless and other objects of charity, but to no private 
or personal end or purpose whatever.. And as contracts 
_ have, in some instances, been made by impostorg,-as-a- 
gents of the Church, which cantracts have ‘been unau- 
_ thorized by the Cnurch and sc to the foundation 
of the institution; Therefore, to prevent,in 
45 © ‘future, all imposition and fraud, either on the public or 
Ye" . | the Church, in relation to the said joint-interest, we 
“present to the public. the following. extract: from the 
-church-covenant, which we are determined, punctually, 
to keep and maintain. 
_ As it is not our design, in supportiag a joint-interest _ 
_-_ §to Jay up a tréasure of this world’s goads, but what is 
§asfly redeemed and consecrated to God, to use and im- 
_*.. *prove to ‘his honor and glory; therefore, it is our faith 
‘+ * fand agreement, never to bring into the joint-interest of 
‘the Church, by purchase or otherwise, any -property 
‘which is not redeemed and free from all claim of debt 
‘or dernand: and in all the transactions of the deacons or 
‘trustees, we mean that this rule be strictly observed,— 
‘never to bind themselves by any obligation or promise, | 
‘that would be considered as bringing the joint-interest | 
‘into debt. “nd should any person, in thenameofadea- 
‘con or trustee, or under any pretence whatever contract 
‘any debt on the pretended c:edit of the joint-interest o 
‘the Church, we shall not consider ourselves bound tof 
‘answer it, but the individual shall be considered as ou 
‘Sof anion with us and personally accountable for his con- 
on ‘Stracts. A.d,furthermore, as itis our faith not to bring } 


debt or blame on the Caurch for any of our transactions 
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and as we p2rsonally hold no legal claim to any part of 
- the consecrated property of the Church; therefore, no 
‘deacon or trustee hath any right or authority to use the 
- Soint-interest in paying any debt or damage, or answer- 
‘ing any “oeeas that may come against any of us, as 
‘individuals, (otherwise than as a deed of charity.)” 
‘Note. The above Article is not to be understood as 
laying ahy embarrassment in the way of crediting such 
members of the Society as hold personal property, and 
have never come into the order and relation of the Chh. 
in supporting a joint-interest; but as the public cannot 
certainly distinguish between members of the Society 
: in general, and members of the Church, or between the 
regaflar deacons of the Church and impostors, therefore’ 
| we give this public notice, that in point of credit or trust 
there is no foundation for any distinction to be made; 
and the public are hereby forewarned from trusting any 
person or persons whatever, under our name or profes- 
sion, beyond the evidence which they may give of their 
, persoaal honesty und ability to fulfil their engagements; 
; as we are determined that cash or property in hand 
: shall be the only authority, legal power or credit, with 
which our orderly deacons shall ever be furnished, to 
make any purchase’in behalf of the Church as a joint 
Community 


Signed in behalf of the Church, 
By us ihe Trustecs, Deacons, & 
! _ Elders uf tre Church— 
Perer Pease, Nataan Saarp, 
Danes Buyp, Sam's Houtawry, 
Sim’t Rotuws, Runyon, 
Asuest Fri ncis Bevis. 
December Ex: Hovsron, Joszrn Srovt, 
28th Davin SpinenG, * Toomas Tayvor, 
Parrerson, Lewis VALENTINE. . 
N, B. The Church-covenant wasrenewed, July 14, 188 and this arti- 


cle a.ded, in consequence of the apostasy and villainy of J). W. This Pub- 
. lic Notice was directed by Father David,-drafted and witnessed by the 
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subscriber, who still bas the original in his ion, of which theforegoing = * , 
is a true copy. EUEAZAR WRIGHT, 


Watervliet, Feb, 20th 1894, 
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PUBLIC. NOTICE 


“THE Chorch(knows by the name of Shulters) at Union 
Village and Watervliet, in the counties of Warren and 
Montgomery, state of Ohio, being constituted on the 
evangelical principles ofa joint-interest, and according- 
ly, the property of the Church being secured by. a firm 
covenant to pious and chritable uses and pu , and 
eommitted to the lawful possession, care and manage- 
ment of certain individuals as deacons or trustees, who 
are solemnly bound to appropriate it to the use and be- 
nefit of the Church, the relief of the poor, the widow & 
fathetiess and other objects of charity, but to, no private 
or personal end or purpose whatever. And as contracts 
have, in some instances, been made by impostors, as a- 
— of the Church, which cantracts have been ynau- 
orized by the Church and contrary to the foundation 
Peed er of the institution; Therefore, to prevent, in 
utune, af} imposition and fraud, either on the public or 
the Church, in relationyto the said jointinterest, we 
present to the public the following extract from the 
eburch-covenant, which we are determined, punctually, 
to keep and maintain. | 
“As it is not our design, in supporting a joint-inter¢ 
‘to lay up a treasure of this world’s goods, but what is 
‘justly redeemed and conseerated to God, fo use and in 
“prove to his honor and glory; therefore, it is our fait 
‘and agreement, never to. bring into the joint-interest of 
‘the Church, by purchase or otherwise, any rty 
‘which is not redeemed and free from all claim of debt 
‘or demand: and in all the.transactions of the deacons or 
‘trustees, we mean that this-rule be strictly observed,— 
‘never to bind. themselves by any obligation or promise, 
‘that would he considered as bringing the joint-interest 
‘into debt» And should any person, in the name of a dea- 
‘con or trustee, or ander any pretence whatever contract 
‘any debt on the pretended credit of the jomnt-interest of 
‘the Church, we sha]l not consider ourselves bound to 
‘answer it, but the individwaf'shal! be considered as out 
‘of union. with us and personally accountable for bis con- 
“tracts. Aud furthermore, as it is our faith not to bri 
debt blame.on the Church for any of our dransac tions 
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and as-we, hold nolegal.claim to. aay 
‘the consegpated of therefore, 
‘deacon or trustee hath any Right oF authority to use th 
Joints nterest in peying any debt or damage, or answepe, 
ing any demand that may come against apy of us, ap 
‘individuals, (otherwise than as a deed of charity,)”.... 
~ Note. The above Article is not to be understood 
laying any embarrassment jn the way of crediting sugh 
_ members of the ag: as hold personal property, ang. 
have never come into the order and relation of the 
in supporting a joint-interest; but as the public cannes. 
certainly distinguish between members of the Society 
in general, and members of the Church, or between the 
regular deacons of the Church and impostors, therefore 
we give this peie notice, that ip point of creditor tryst 
there is no foundation for any distinction to he made; 
and the public are hereby forewarned from trusting any 
person or persons whatever, unger our name oF profes, 
sion, beyond the evidence which they may give af theis 
ersoual honesty and ability to fulfil their engagementa: 
we are determined that cash or property ip band 
shall be the only authority, Jegal power or credit, with | 
which our orderly deacons shall ever be furnished, te 


make any purchase in behalf of the Church as.@ jounb 
mamunity 


Bigned in hehalf of the 


‘2 


Byus the Trustees, Deacons, & 
Ow Perer Pease, Naritan 

Sam’, Houtaw AY) 


Asunet Kircnent, Francis Beir.” 


Eu Hovston, Josep Srour, 
28th 1818. avin Serninc, Tomas Tavior, 


a’s Parrerson, Lewis 

B. ‘The Church-covenant wag renewed, July 14, 1818 gpd this 
cl aided, in COngequence of the and lainy of J. W. This Pu 
tid Notice was directed by Father David,—drafted aid witnessed by the 


who still has the original ip bis ssion, of which’ the foregoing 
Watervliet, Feb, 20th 1834. 
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poses.—In confirmation of all the aforesaid statements, cov- 
enants, promises aad Articles of ugreement, we have hereun- 
to subscribed our names and affixed our seals on and after 
the 31st day of December, Anno Domini 1829. 


Trae | 


James Smith, Stephen Spining, Elizabeth Sharp ,Rosalinda Watts, 
Eli Houston, William Sharp, Caty Boyd, Anna Brownfield, 
Danie] Sering, Abner Bedle Anna Boyd’ Charlotte Morrell, 
Th’s Taylor, And’w ©. Houston, Eliza Sharp, Caty Rubart, 
Joseph c. Worley, Jacob Holoway, Nanco Millikin, Jane Buchannan, 
Clark Valentine, Daniel Davis, | Vincy M* Namer, Peggy Knox, 
John Gee jr, TRUSTEES 


Nathan Sharp, Lewis Valentine Polly Thomas, Betsy Dickson, 


‘Thomasliunt, Amos Valentihr, Betsy Wait, Susanna Liddil, 
WilliamDavis,; “am’l Holoway, Joanna Woodruff, Betsy Patterson 
William Runyon, Daniel Miller, Esther Davis Rachel Duncan, 
Jesse Legier, : Jenny Slater 


Francis Bedle, Joseph Stout John Houston, John Dennis, John Carson, 
George Legier, Charles West, William Wilson, Joseph Johnson, Abuer 
Bonne}, Belte. Draggoo, John Gee st, John Miller, Blijah Davis; Sam’l 
“A Woodruff, Reuben Morris, Garner M*‘ Namer, Loren Belcher, Aijex. 
‘Keehen, Randolf West, Andrew Brown, Stephen Williams, Caleb 
Pegg, Lewis Wait, Garret Petfrson, Corneliug Campbell, David B Cory, 
Jobn Able, James flodge, Wm More, Wm Bridge, Daniel Staggs, David 


‘Price, Chauncy Daniels, Josegh Francis, Jotham Slack, Henry T 


James Easton, John Dennis jr. Henry Valentine, James M* Namer, 8. 
Hugh M‘ Namer, Moses Millgr, Jacob Longstreth, Hiram Kimble. - 
Richard M‘ Namer, Wm Redmon, Stephen C, Easton, Cephas Haloway, 
Icsse Duffey, Eilab Houston, Peter Boyd, 5. Worthington, D. Kedmon. 


‘Sisrers—Jenny Namer, Peggy Houston, Peggy Bi 
_ Nancy Rollins, Eunice Brown, ‘Hannoh Carson, Mary 


ining, Eliz.-Legier, Sarah Sering» Lydia Davis, Phebe 
vward, Polly Patterson, Mary West, annah Holoway, 
Susanna Miller, Rebecca M+.Neely, Rosanna Stout, Hanna 


Dennis, B. W. Caty Runyon, Sarah Hunt, Ruth Williaus 


Mary Peas Polly Hardin, Sarah Caro, Anna Middleton 


_ Abigail Johnson, Betsy Murphy, hy Rice, Prudence 
Redmon, Polly Belcher, Betsy Gandy, 
_Eunice Patterson, Rebecca Worley, Mary Kitchel, 


rances Silence.-— 


Betsy Dunlavy, Polly. Clark, Eliz. Morris,Sally Baker, 
Polly Davis, Mary Graham, Eliz. Gallaghar, Rachel 
Dennis, Abigail Clark, Cynthia Hill, Beisy Evans, Sal- 


dy Gee, Sally Slater, Phebe Able, Nancy Slater, Ruth 
Pegg, Lucy Anderson, Nancy Able, Polly Morris, Nan- 
«cy Bering, Polly Stout, Loretta Hunt, Sally Brown, | 
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THE COVENANT, 


CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH, 


Ar Umon-Vitzace, (Onto) 

WE the brethren and sisters, of the United Society of Believers(called 
Shakers) residing in the county of Warren and State of Ohio, being con- 


nected together as a religiousand social community, distinguished by the 
name and title of “The Church of the United Society at Union Village’- 


feeling the importance, not ouly of renewing and confirming our spiritual 
covenant with God and each ether, but also of renewing and improving 


ARTICLE I. 


‘Sec. 1. WE solemnly declare to each other, and to all 
whom it may concern, that we have received and do here- 
by acknowledge, as the foundation of our faith, order and 

vernment, the testimony of the gospel of Christ, in his 
rst and second appearing; and we do hereby solemnly 
agree to support and maintain the faith and principles, 
the rules and manners pertaining to the said gospel, as 


- ministered by the first founders of this Society, andkept 


and conveyed through a regular order of ministration 
down 'to the present day: andaltho we are variously as- 
sociated, as to the local situations of our respective com- 
munities, yet we are known and distinguished as a pecu- 
liar people, and consider and acknowledge ourselves as 
members of one general community, possessing one faith, 
and subject to the spiritual administration of one united 
parental and ministerial gift, which has been regularly 
supported from the first. foundation pillars of the institu- 
tion, and which continues to operate, forthe support, 


protection and strength of every part of said community. 


— 
| 
| oR 
which, for many years has Deen. and Fldership thereof 
our social compact and amending the Written FURIE. of the 
; es & regu ations established urch P 
| Eocioty, which are to be kept and maintained by us, both in our collective 
aud individual capacities, as a Covenant or 
as a lawful testimony of our religious association, be aia tab ! ° 
all cases of question and law relating to the possession nities 
of our consecrated interest, property and estate. , 


‘Bee. 2% We further acknowledge and declare, That for the x 
Ss of promoting and maintaining union, order and | 
rmony throughout the various branches of this commu- = 
nity, the primary gift of parental authority has been set- 


tled in the first established Ministry at New-Lebanon, in 
the county of Columbia and state of New York, there | 
to rest and remain as the general center of union to all Bry 
who are held in gospel relation andcommunion. This 
Ministry consists of four persons, two of each sex. 
Sec. 3. We further acknowledge and declare,— | 
That the aforesaid primary gift of parental authority — 
has been, and is perpetuated as follows, Namely— 
That the first in that office and calling possess the right 
BY the sanction of Divine authority, given through the 
first founders of this Society to prescribe or direct any 
regulation or appointment which they may judge most | 
_ proper and necessary, respecting the Ministry, or any 
other important matter which may concern the welfare 
of the Church subsequent to their decease. — 
_ Butin case no such regulation or appointment be 
so prescribed or directed, then the right to direct and 
‘anthorize such regulations and appointments devolves 
upon the surviving members of the Ministry, in council 
with the Eldersof he Church and others, as the nature 
of the case, in their judgment, may require. 

Sec. 4. We further acknowledge and declare, covenantand 
egree, That the ministerial office and authority in an a. 
Society or community of our faith, which has emanated, : 
er may emanate, in a regular line of order, from. the q 
center of union aforesaid, is, and shall be acknowledged i 

owned and respected, as vested with the spiritual. au- 
thority of such Society, in all matters, pertaining to the 2% 
said ministerial office. And in case of the decease, re- 
moval, or releasement of any individual of said Min- 
_ istry, in any such Society, his or her lot amepece shall : 
i 


be filled by agreement of the surviving nisters. jn iF 
council with the Elders and others, as the na‘uro of the ee 
case may require, together with the knowledge and ap ey 
_ probation of the primary gift of authority at New i 
anon aforesaid, to which they are responsible, Eo 


Bec, ne and declare, That the 


| 
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ARTICLE VII. 
Sec. 1. According to the faith of the, gospel which we 
have received, and agreeably to the uniform practice of 
the Church of Christ, from its first establishment in this 


- Society, WE COVENANT and AGREE to dedicate 


devote, consecrate and give up, and by this Covenant we 
do, solemnly and conscientiously, dedicate, devote, conse- 
crate and give up ourselves and our services, together 
with all our temporal interest, to the service of God and 
the support and benefit of his Church. and to such other 
pious and charitable purposes as the gospe! may require, 
to be under the care and direction of the Ministry, El- 
ders, Deacons and Trustees that now are, or may be ap- 
yinted and established in the Church, in the manner 


and by the authority aforesaid. 


_ Sec. Wuersas, in pursuance of the of 
‘the gospel, and in-the full exercise of our faith, reason 
and understanding, we have freely and voluntarily sacri- 
ficed all self-interest, and have devoted our persons, 
services, and property, as aforesaid, to the pious and 
benevolent purposes of the gospel: Brae We do, 
hereby, solomnly and conscientiously, unitedly and indi- 
vidutall , for ourselves our heirs and assigns, release and 
ocr to the deacons or —_ trustees of the church, 
or the pu: poses aforesaid, Al our private personal 
‘right, title,i nterest, claim and demand, of, inand'to the 
esiate, interest, property and appurtenances,-so conse- 
crated, devoted and given up: And we hereby, jointly 
and severally, promise and declare, in the presence of 
‘God and before witnesses, that we will never hereafter, 
neither directly nor indirectly, under any circumstances 
whatever, contrary to the stipulations of this Covenant, 
make nor require any account of any interest, property, 
labor or service, nor any division thereof, which is, has 
been, or may be devoted by usor any of us, to the usesd 


Lp ‘poses a oresaid, nor bring any charge of debi or dain- 


«ge, nor hold any claim nor demand whatever, against 
-the said Deacons or Trustees, nor against the: Church 
or Society, nor against any member thereof, on account 
of any property or service given, rendered, devoted or 


consecrated to the aforesaid sacred and charitable pur 
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strength and protection, our happiness and prosperity in 
our capacity of church-members, must depend on our 
faithful obedience to the rules and orders of the Church 
and to the instruction, counsel and advice of its leaders. 


Therefore: We do hereby covenant and agree, that we will 


receive and acknowledge as our Elders, in the gospel 
those members of the church who are or shall be chosen 
and appointed, for the time being, to that office & calling 
by and in the order and manner aforesaid; and also, that 
we will, as faithful brethren and sisters in Christ, conform 


and subject to the known and established principles of __ 
our community, and to the counsel and direction of the — 


Elders who shall act in union as eforesaid; and also, to 
all the orders, rules and regulations which now are, or 
which may be given and established in the Church, ac 


cording to the prit ciples and by the authority aforesaid. - 


Sec. 4. The faitifaul improvement of our time and 
talents in doing good, is a duty which God requires of 


man as a rational and accountable being, and this duty is 


indispensibie in the members of the Church of Christ: 
therefore, it is, and will be, required of all and every 


_ member of this Institution, unitedly & indiviually to. oc- 


cupy and improve their time and talents to support and 
maintain the interest of this Society, to promote the ob- 
jects of this Covenant, and discharge their duty to God, 
according to their several abilities and callings, as mem- 
bers in union with one common lead; so that the various 
ifts.and talents of all, may be improved for the mutual 
nefit of each and all concerned. And we further agree, 
That, in case any member or members shall remove from one 
family, Sceicty, or branch of the Church to another, his, her 
or thew signature or signatures to the church-covenant shalt 


forever bar ali claims, which are incompatible with the true — 
intent and meaning of this covenant, in such manner as if 
such removal had not taken place; yet all who shall so re- 


move, with the approbation of their elders, shall be entitled 
to all the benefits and privileges of the order in which they 
shall be placed, as long as they shall conform to the rules 
and regulations of the same. 
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. Our various gifts and talents, both of a spiritual 


Ministry being appointed and established as aforesaid, 
are vested with the primary authority of the Church and 
its various branches; hence it becomes their special duty 
to guide and superintend the spiritual concerns of the 
Society, as a body of people under their care and go- 
vernment; and in connexion with the Elders, in their re- 
spective families or departments, who shall act in union 
with them, to give and establish such orders, rules, and 
regulations, as may be found necessary for the govern- 
ment and protection of the Church and Society within 
the limits of their jurisdiction:— and also to counsel, 
advise, and judge, inall matters of importance whe- 
ther spiritual or temporal... And the said Ministry are 
also invested with authority, in connexion with the Eld- 
-€rs as aforesaid, to nominate, and appoint to office, min- 
istérs, elders, deacons and trustees, and to assign offices 
of care and trust to such brethren and sisters as they the 
said Ministry and Elders shall ju.'ge to. be best qualified 
for the several offices to which they may be appointed. 
And we hereby covenant and agree, That such nomina- 
tions and appointments being made, and officially com- 
municated to those pcan and receiving the general 
approbation of the Church, or of the families concerned, — 
shall, thenceforth, be confirmed and perocted, until a)- 


. tered or revoked by the authority aforesai 


ARTICLE II. 


_ Sec. 1 We further acknowledge and declare, That the 


great object, purpose and design of our uniting together 


as a Church or body of in social & religious com- 
n 


pact; is, faithfully and honestly, to occupy and rearore 
an 


tem- 
poral nature, for the service of God, for the honor of the 
gospel, and for the mutual protection, support, comfort 
and happiness of each other, as brethren and sisters in 
the gospel, and for such other pious and charitable 

purposes as the gospel may require. 

| ee 2. As the unity, purity and stability of the Church 
essentially depend on the character and qualifications of 
its members; and as it is a matter of importance, that it 


should not be incumbered with persons Who are under 
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‘any involvement orincapacity either natural or moral ; 

Therefore, we agree, That no member of any company or 
‘association in business or civil concern; no copartner in oF 
trade: no person under any legal involvement or obliga- | i 
tion of service; no slave or bond-servant; no insane per- >» 
son; no profane person, nor any person who lives in the he 
wilfal violation of any known of moral recti- 
tude, shall be deémed qualified for admission into the 
covenant-relation and communion of the Church. 

Sec. 3. In order that Believers may be prepared for 
entering into the sacred privilege of church-relation, it 
is of primary importance, that sufficient opportunity and 

rivilege be afforded, under the ministry of the gospel, 

or them to acquire suitable instruction in the genuine 
principles of righteousness and true holiness; and also, 
that they should prove their faith by their practical obe- 

dience to the tip of the gospel, according to their 

‘instructions. it is also indispensably necessary for them 
to receive the uniting spirit of Christ, and become so far 
of one heart andone mind, that they are willing to sacri- : 
fice all other relations for this sacred onz. Another 
essential step is, to settle all just and equitable claims | 
of creditors and heirs; so that whatever property they 
may possess, it shall be justly iheir-own. ent 

is done, aud they feel themselves sufficiently prepared 
to make a deliberate and final choice, to devote them- 
selves, wholly, to the service of God, without reserve, 
and it shall be deemed proper, by the leading authority 3 
ofthe Church, after oxamination and due consideration, x 
to allow them to associate together in the capacity of a ¥ mdony 
Charch, or a branch thereof, in gospel order, they may ny 
then consecrate themselves and allthat they possess to 
the service of God forever, and confirmthe same by sigr 
ing and sealing a written covenant predicated upon the 
principles herein contained, and by fulfilling, on their 
part, all its obligatinns. | 

_ Sec. 4. As the door must be kept open for the admis- 
sion of new members into the Church, when duly pre- 
pared, it is agreed that each and every person whe shall 
at any time after the date and execution of the church- 
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to maintain union, harmony and good understanding with 
the said office-deacons, and to pom to their Elders 


the state of matters which fall under their cognizance 
and observation. But their power is-restricted to the do- 
mestic concerns of their several families or departments 
and does not extend to any immediate or direct inter- 
course with those without the bounds of the Church— 
They have no immediate concern with trade and com- 
merce; —It is not their business to buy and sell nor in 
any way dispose of the property under their care, ex- 
cept with the union and approbation of the Trustees. 


ARTICLE VI. oa 


THE united interest ofthe Church having been form- 
ed by the free-will-offerings and pious donations of the 
members respectively, for- the objects and purposes al- 
ready stated, it cannot be considered either as a joint- 
tenancy, or a tenancy in common, but a consecrated 


interest, designed for and devoted to the gospel forever, | 


agreeable to the established principles of the Church; 
Therefore, it shall be possessed a-id enjoyed. by. the 
Church, intheir united capacity, as 4 sacred and.cov- 
enani-right: thats to say, all and every member thereof 
while standing in gospel-union, and maintaining this co- 
venant, shall enjoy equal rights, benefits and privileges 
in the use of all things pertaining to the Church, accord- 
ing to their several needs and circumstances; ,and no 
difference shall be made on account of what any. oné 
has contributed and devoted, or may hereafter contri- 
bute and devote to the benefit of the institution. 

Sec. 2. It is, nevertheless, provided, stipulated, and 
agreed, that in case any one, having signed this Coven- 
ant, should, afterwards, forfeit his or her claim to mem- 
egg = by renouncing the principles of the Society, or 
by wilfully and obstinately violating the rules thereof, 
(of which the Ministry and Elders of the Church shall 
be the proper and constitutional judges)then and in that 
case, his or her claim to all the aforesaid benefits, privi- 
leges and enjoyments, shall be equally forfeited... . 

Sec. 3. As subordination and obedience are the life 
end soul of every well regulated community; so our 
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Church, and of thé-several families established in and 
pertaining to the Society. Their number & order should 
correspond with that of the Ministry. They are required 
to be persons of blameless character, of approved faith- 
fulness and integrity, and gifted id wisdom and spiritual 
administration. They must be selected and appointed 
by the Ministry, who are to judge of their qualitications. 

Sec. 2, As faithful watchmen upon the walls of Zion, 
it becomes the duty of the Eldeis to watch over their 
respective families; to instruct the members in their re- 


spective duties, to counsel, encourage, admonish, exhort 


and reprove, as occasion may require ;-to lead the wor- 
hip; to be examples, to the members, of meeknxss, pati- 
ence, and obedience tothe principles and orders of the 
gospel, and to see that the orders, rules and regulations 
perainting to their respective families or departments 
are properly kept. . 


ARTICLE V, 


_ See. 1. The office of family Deacons and Deaconess- 
es has long been established in the Church, and is esseu- 
tially necessary for the care, management and direction 
of the domestic concerns of each family, order or branch 
ofthe Church. They are required to be persons of cor 
rect and well-grounded faith in the established princi- 
les uf the gospel; honest—upright—just-impartial and 
Fait fal in duty; closely united to their Elders, and of 
sufficient capacity for business, Of these qualifications 
the Ministry and Elders, by whom they are chosen and 
ppointed, must be the judges. —Their number im each 
mily is generally two of each sex, but may be more 
or less according to the size of the family and the ex- 
tent of their various duties. 
Sec. 2. The Deaconsand Deaconesses of families are 


intrus ed with the care and oversight of the domestic 


concerns of their respective families. It is their duty to 
make proper arrangeménts in business; to maintain good 
order; to watch. over, counsel and direct the members iu 
their various occupations, as occasion may require; to 
make application to the offiice-deacons for whatever su P- 
plies are needed in the several departments of the family 
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into the Charch, as a member thereof, shall, 
ar, and e i- 


(65) 
covenant in any branch of the community, be admitted 


have a fair opportunity to obtain a full, c xp 
cit understanding of the object and design of the church- 
covenant, and of the obligations it enjoins on the mem- 
bers. For this purpose, he or she shall, in the presence 
of two of the Deacons or acting Trustees of the Church, 
-read[said covenant, jor hear the same distinctly read; so 
_as to be able, freely, to acknowledge his or her full ap- 
Agee and acceptance thereof, inall its parts. Then 
e, she, or they, as the case_may be, shall be at liberty 
to sign the same, and having signed and sealed it, sha 
thenceforth, be entitledto all the privileges of other 
members; and shall also be subject to all the obligations 
of the original signers; and the signature or signatures 
thus added, shall be certified by the said deacons or trus- 
tees, together with the date thereof. . 
Sec. 5.Youth and children, being minors, cannot be 
received as members of the Church; possessing a conse- 
crated interest in a united capacity;yet it is agreed that 
they may be received under the immediate care and go- 
vernment of the Church, at the desire or consent of such 
‘person or persons as have a lawful right to such minors 
together with their own desire or consent: but no minor 
under the care of the Church, can be employed, therein, 
for wages of any kind, 
ARTICLE Ill. 


Sec. 1. It has been found necessary, in the esstablished 
order of the Society, in its various branches, that super- 
intending deacons or agents should be appointed, and 
authorized to act as Trustees of the temporalities ofthe 
Church. They must be recommended by their honesty 
and integrity, their fidelity im.trust, and their capacity 
for the transaction ofbusiness, of which qualifications 
the Ministry and. Elders are to be the judges. These 
trustees are generally known among us, by the title of 
Office-deacons, of which there are usually two of each 
sex;.and being. appointed by the authority aforesaid, 
supported by the general approbation of the Church, 
they are vested 'with-power to.take the charge and over- 


_ ight of all the property, estate, and: interest, dedicated, 
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devoted, consecrated and given up for the benefit of the 
Church; to hold, in trust, the fee of all lands belonging 
to the Church;together with all gifts, grants and dona- 
tions which have been, or may, hereafter, be dedicated 
dcvoted, consecrated and given up as aforesaid: and the 
said property, estate, interest, gifis, grants and donations 


shall constitute the consecrated and united interest of the » 


Church, and shall be held in trust by the said deacons, as 
acting Trustees in their official capacity, and by their 
succesors in said office and trust forever. 

Sec. 2. It is and shall be the duty of the said deacons 
or acting trustees to improve, use and appropriate the 

id united interest for the benefit of the Church, in all 
its departments, and for such other religious and charit- 
able purposes as the gospel may require, and the said 
Trustees, according to counsel may judge proper; and 
also to make all just & equitable defense, in law, for the 
protection and security of the consecrated and united in- 
terest, rights and privileges of the Church and Socicty,, 


jointly and severally, asan associated community, as far 


as circumstances and the nature of the case may require. 
P, ovided nevertheless, that all the transactions of the said, 


Trustees, in the management, protection, defense and 
disposal of the aforesaid interest, shall be for the benefit 
and privilege, and in behalf of the Church or of the So- 


ciety as aforesaid, and not for any privat2 interest, ob- 
ject or pur whatever: 


Sec. 3. It shall also be the duty of the said Trustees, : 


to give information to the win & Elders, concernin 
the general state of the temporal concerns of the Chure 
and iety committed to their charge; and also to re- 
port to said authority all losses sustained in the united 
interest thereof which shall come under their cogniz- 
ance;—and no disposal of any of the real estate of the 


Church, nor any important contract shall be considered 
as valid, wthout the knowledge and approbation of the 


authority aforesaid, to whom the said Deacons or Trus- 
tees are and shall, at all times, be held responsible in 


all their transactions. : 
Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the said office-deacons 


to keep, or catise to he kept, regular Books of account, 


| in which shall be entered the debit and credit accounts 
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ofall mercantile operations and business transactions 
between the Church and others—all receits and expen- 
ditures, bonds, notes and bills of account, and all other 
matters that concern the united interest of the Church.— 
‘Also, a Book or Books of Record, in which shall be re- 
corded a-true and correct copy of this covenant; also all 
appointments, removals and changes in office, of Minis- 
ters, Elders, Deacons and Trustees; ali admissions, re- 
movals, departure and decease of members; together 
with all other matters and transactions of a public nature 
- which are necessary to be recorded for the benefit cf the 
Church, and for the preservation and security of the doc- 
uments, papers and written instruments pertaining to the 
united interest and coricerns of the Church committed 
to their charge. And the said records shall be annual! 
inspected by the leading authorities of the Church; ra 
they, together with the Trustees, shall be the official 
auditors of the same; and the signature of any one or 


more of said auditors, with the. date of inspection and i | 


approval, shall be deemed sufficient authority for the cor- 
rectness of the facts and matters so recorded. | 
Sec. 5. For the better security of the consecrated 
and united interest of the Church to the proper uses and 

_ purposes stipulated in this Covenant, it shall be the duty 
of the Trustee or Trustees, who may be vested with the 
JawTul title or claim to the real estate of the Church, to 
make and execute a Declaration of Trust, in due form 
of law, embracing all and singular the lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments, with every matter of interest per- 
taining to the Church, which, at the time being, may 
be vested in him or them, or that may in future come 
under his or their charge of office, during his or their 
said trusteeship. And the said Declaration so executed 
shall be recorded in the book of gecords provided for in 

the preceding section. 
: ARTICLE IV. 


Seci 1. THE united interests and objects of Believers 
established in vospel- order, require that Elders should be 
chosen and appointed for the age protection of fami- 
fies, who are to take the lead in their several depart- 
\ ments, in the care and government of the concerns of the 
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erate and give up ourselves and our services, together | 


with all our,temporal interest, to the service of God and 
the of his to such other 
ious and charita aig ve € gospel may requi 
2 be under the care and direction of the proper roan 
tuted authorities of the Church as aforesaid, according to 
the true intent.and meaning of this covenant, and the 
rules of the Church heretofore known and practised. 
Sec. 2, Wuerzas, in pursuance of the requirement of 
the gospe], and in the full exercise of our faith, reason 
and understanding, we have freely and voluntarily sacri- 
ficed all self-interest, and have devoted our persons, 
services, and property, as aforesaid, to the pious and 
benevolent purposes of the gospel: Therefore, We do, 
hereby, solomnly and conscientiously, unitedly and indi- 
vidually, for ourselves our heirs and assigns, release and 
quitclaim to the deacons or acting trustees ofthe church, 
or the purposes aforesaid, ALL our private personal 
right, title, interest, claim and demand, of, in and to the 
estate, interest, property and 80 conse- 
crated, devoted and given up: And we hereby, jointly 
and severally, promise and declare, in the presence of 


God and before witnesses, that we will never hereafter, » 


neither directly nor indirectly, under any circumstances 
whatever, contrary to the stipulations of this Covenant, 
make nor.reqyire any account of any interest, property, 


labor or service, nor any division thereof, which is, has — 


been, or may be deyoted by us or any of us, to the uses é& 


purposes aforesaid; nor bring any charge of debt or dam- 


age, nor hold any claim nor demand whatever, against 
the said Deacons or Trustees, nor against the Church 
or Society, nor against any member thereof, on account 
of any property or service given, rendered, devoted or 
consecrated to the aforesaid sacred and charitable pur- 
poses.— Hereby also ratifying and confirming every act 


and deed which we or any of us have acted or done, a- 


greeably to the true spirit intent and meaning of this co- 
venant. In confirmation of all the aforesaid statements, 
covenants, promises and Articles of agreement, we havé 


Poth day of December in the year of our Lord 1829.0 
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_ part of said community. 


AN IMPROVED EDITION 


THE CHURCH COVENANT. 


WE the people of the Unrrep Sociprizs, known by the 


‘mame of Suaxers, and residing in different parts of the 


Unrrep Srates, having sufficiently tested the principles 


rules, and regulations on which we are founded as a re- 


ligious community, in order to’confirm and increase our 
general union in the same, secure our equal rights and 
privileges, and convey to prea a clear understanding 
of the nature and design of the goepe! institution, do make 
ordain, and declare the following Articles of Agreement, as 
a Summary of the principles, rules and orders established 
throughout the community, to be kept and maintained 


as a General Covenant, or Constitution, which shall stand’ 
as a lawful testimony of our religious association, before — 
all men, and in all cases of question and ‘law, relating to 
_ the possession and improvement of our consecrated in- 


terest and estate, until the same be altered or amended 
by general agreement, and in union with the leading 
authorities of the institution. 


ARTICLE TL 


Rec. 1. WE solemnly declere to.enich other, anil 


mom it may concern, that we have received and do here- 
by phi e, as the foundation of our faith, order and 

vernment, the testimony of the gospe of Christ, in his 

t and second appearing; and we do hereby solemnly 
agree to apport and maintain the same, ‘as ministered 
by the founders of this Society, and kept and conveyed 
through a regular order of ministration down to the pre- 
sent day: and altho we are variously associated, as to the 
local situations of our respective communities, yet we are: 
known and distinguished as a peculiar people, and consi- 
der and acknowledge ourselves as members of one 


_al-community, possessing one faith, and subject to the * 


administration of one united and uniform government, 
which has been regularly supported from the first foun- 
dation pillars of the institution, and which continues to. 


operate, for the support, protection and strength of every 
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Scc. 2. We further acknowledge and declare, That for the 


rpose.of promoting and maintaining union, order and 


armony throughout the various bratiches of the commu- 
nity, the primary authority, of the Institution has been, 


and is duly settled in the Ministry at New-Lebanon, in 


the county of Columbia and state of New York, there 


to remain as the general center of union to all who are 


held in gospel relation and communion, This Minis 
consists of four persons, two of each sex. ; 
Moreover, That the great local distance of the Soci- 


eties in the western states, from the general center, re- 


quires a center of union in that quarter; and as the first 
opening of the gospel, and the establishment of church- 


order inthe west, was at Union Village in the state of 
Ohio, by a regular emanation. from the general center of | 
Union be 

the 


union; itis proper that the Society at 

the central society, andthe center of union for al 

branches of the Church in the western states. | A 
Sec. 3. We further acknowledge and declare, That the 


primary authority aforesaid, has been, andis to be per- 
petuated as follows, to wit; That the first in the Ministry 
possess the right, to chuse and. appoint their successors, 


who, being selected, and sufficiently instructed, grow up 


into a fitness to fill the place, with general approba- 


tion.” But in case that no such appointments be previ- 
ously made, then the right to direct and authorize such 


inistry; in counc 


upon the surviving members of 
with the Elders of the Church and others, as the nature 

of the case, in their judgment, may require. — 
Sec. 4. We further acknowledge and declare, covenant and 
ee, That the ministerial office and authority in any 


iety of our faith, which has emanated, or may. ema- 
nate from the center of union afor@said, is, and shall © 


be acknowledged, owned and respected, as vested with 
the spiritual authority of such Society, ‘in all matters 


{ pertaining to the said ministerial office. And in case of 
_* Such appointments are not arbitrary,—not influenced by the choice of | 


the individual, nor by a majority of votes among the members, but by a 


Spirit of union between the head and members, which excludes all selfish~ 
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Elders who shall act in‘thion as‘aforesaid; and also, te 
all the orders, rules and regulations which now are, or 
which may be given and established in the Church, ac. 
cording to the prinéiples and by the authority aforesaid, — 
Sec. 4, The faithfyl improvement of our time and © 
talents in doing good, is a duty ‘which God requires of — 
mankind as rational and accoutitable beings, and more — 
especially as members of the Church of Christ: therefore, | 
it is, will be, required of all and every member of | 
this Institution, unitedly and individually, to occupy and 
improve their time and talents to support ‘and maintain 
the interest of the same—to promote the objects of this © 
Covenant, and discharge their duty to God, according to © 
their several abilities and callings, as members in union’ — 
with one common lead; so that the various gifts and tal- 
ents of all, may be improved for the mutual benefit of © 
each and all concerned. 
5. As we esteem the mutual possession and enjoy. _ 
ment of the consecrated interest and privileges of the — 
Church, fully adequate to any contribution made by any | 
individual; so we consider that no ground of action can — 
lie, eitherin law or equiy, for a recovery of any matter | 
or thing devoted as aforesaid. And we further agree, — 
That, in case any member oF members shall remove from one — 
family, Society, or branch of the Church to another, his, her 
‘or thetr signature or signatures to the church-covenant shall — 
forever bar all claims, which are incompatible with the true — 
intent and meaning of this covenant, in such manner as if 
such removal had not taken place; yet all who shall so re- 
move, with the approbation of their elders, shall be entitled 
to all the benefits and priviveges of the order in which they 
shall be placed, as long is thin chill conform to the rules — 
end regulations of the same. 
ARTICLE VII. 


Sec. 1. According to the fait;*‘of the 1 which we 
have received, and agreeably to the uniform practice of © 
the Church of Christ, from its first establishment in this 
Society, WE COVENANT and AGREE todedicate 
devote, consecrate and give and by this Covenant we 

#0, solemnly and conscientiously, dedicate, devote, conse 
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THE united interest of the Church having been form- 
_ ed by the free-will-offerings and pious donations of the 
members respectively, for the objects and purposes al- 
ready stated, it cannot be considered either as a joint- 
tenancy, or a tenancy in common, but a consecrated 
whole, designed for and devoted to the Bospel forever, 


agreeable to the established. principles of the Church; 
Therefore, it shall be possessed and enjoyed by the 
Church, in their united capacity, as.a sacred and coven- 
ant right: that is to say, all and every member thereof, 

while standing in gospel-union, and maintaining this co- 
_venant, shall enjoy equal rights, benefits and privileges 
in the use of all things pertaining to the Church, accord- 


ing to their several needs and circumstances; and no > 


difference shall bé' made on actount of what any one 
. has contributed and devoted, or may hereafter contri- 
bute and devote to the benefit of the institution. 

_ Sec. 2. It is, nevertheless, provided, stipulated, and 
agreed, that in case any one, having signed this Coven- 
ant, should, afterwards, forfeit his or her claim to mem- 


rage by renouncing the principles of the Society, or .~ 
u 


by wilfully and obstinately violating the rules thereof, 
(of which the Ministry and Elders 6f the Church shall 
be the proper and constitutional judges) then and in that 
case, his or heft claim to all the afcyesaid benefits, privi- 
leges and cnjoyments, shall be equally forfeited. _ 
3. As subordination and obedience are the life 
_ and soul of every well regulated community; so our 
_ strength and protection, our happiness and prosperity in 
our of church-members, must depend on our 
faithful obedience to the rules and orders of the Church 
and to the instruction, counsel and advice of its leaders. 
Therefore :—We do hereby covenant and agree, that we will 
receive and acknowledge as our Elders, in the gospel 
those members of the church who are or shall be chosen 
and appointed, for the time being, to that office and call- 
ing, by the authority aforesaid; and also, that we will, 
as faithful brethren and sisters in Christ, conform and 
subject to the known and established principles of our 
community, and to the counsel and direction of the 
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| 
the de¢ease, removal, or releasement of any individual of 
said Ministry, in ve such Society, his or her lot & place 


shall be filled by agreement of the surviving Ministers in 


‘council with the’ Elders and others, as the nature of the 


may require, together. with the and ap- 


probation of the Ministry at New Lebanon aforesaid, to 


which they are responsible. 
Sec. 5, We further acknowledge and declare, That the — 


Ministry being appointed and established as aforesaid, 


-gaid Ministry and Elders shall judge to be best qua 
for the several offices to which they may be appointed. 


are vested| with the primary authority of the Church and 
its various branches; hence it becomes their special duty 
to guide and superintend the spiritual concerns of the 


Society, as'a body of people under their care and go- 
-vernment; and in connexion with the Elders, in their re- 
_ spective families or departments, who shall act in union 


with them, to give and establish such orders, rules, and 


regulations, as may be found necessary for the govern- 
_ ment and protection of the Church and Society within 


the limits of their jurisdiction>— and also to counsel, 
advise, and judge, in all matters of importance whe- 


_ ther spiritual or tempofahy And the said Ministry are 
_ also invested with authority, in connexion with the Eld- 


ers as aforesaid, to nominate, and appoint to office, min- 
isters, elders, deacons and trustees, and to assign officcs 
of care and trust to such brethren and sisters as mi the 

ified 


And we hereby covenant and agree, That such nomina- 
tions and appointments being made, and officially com- 
municated to those concerned, and receiving the general 
approbation of the Church, or of the families concerned, 
shall, thenceforth, be confirmed and supported, until al- 


tered or revoked by the authority aforesaid. 


ARTICLE Il. 


Sec.l. We further acknowledge and declare, That the 


greatobject, purpose, and design of our uniting together 
as a Church or body of peopletn social and reli Saubeech- 
pact, is, faithfully and honestly, to occupy a improve 
our’various gifts and talents, both of a spiritual and tem- 


«poral nature, for the service of God, for the honor of the 


gospel, and for the mutual protection, support, comfort 
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_and happiness of each other, as brethren and ¢istersig 


_ the gospel, and for such other pious and 
purposes as the gospel may require. 

Sec. 2. As the unity, purity and stability of 
essentially depend on the character and qualif 
‘its members; and as it is a matter of i ance, that it 
should not be incumbered with unqualified persons ;— 
T herefore, we agree, That no member of any company or 
association in business or civil concern; no copartner in 
trade: no person under any legal involvemest or obliga- 
tion ofservice; noslave nor slave-holder; ng insane per- 
son; no profane person, nor any person whe lives in the 
wilful violation of any of the known and atknowledged 
principles of moral rectitude, shall be deemed qualified 


for admission into the covenant-relation communion | 


of the Church. 
Sec. 3. In order that Believers may te prepared for 
entering into the sacred privilege of charch-relation, it 
is of primary importance, that sufficient opportunity and 
_ privilege be afforded, under the ministry of the gospel, 
or them to acquire suitable ye in the genuine 
principles of and trueholiness; and also, 
that they should prove their faith by their practical obe- 
_dience to the precepts of the gospel, according to their 
instructions. it is also indispensably necessary for them 
to receive the uniting spirit of Christ, and become so far 
of one heart and one mind, that they be willing to sacri- 
‘fice all other relations for this sacred ons. Another 
essential step is, to settle all just and equitable claims 
of creditors and filial heirs; so that whatever property 
they possess, it may be justly their own. hen this 
is done, aud they feel themselves sufficiently prepared 


to make a deliberate and final choice, to devote them- 


selves, wholly, to the service of God, without reserve, 
and 1t shall be deemed proper, by the leading authority 
of the Church, after examination and due considerati on 
to allow them to associate/ together in the capacity of a 
Church, or a branch thergef, in gospel order, they may 
then consecrate themselves & all 'that they possess to'the 
service of God forever, and confirm the same by sign- 
ing and sealing a written covenant predicated upon the 
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it becomes the duty of the Elde:s to watch over their 


_ respective families; to instruct the members in their re- 


spective duties, to counsel, encourage, admonish, exhort 
and reprove, as dccasion may require;—to lead the wor- 


ship; to beexamples to the members, in their obedience 


to the principles and orders of the gospel, and to see 
that the orders, rules and regulations pertaining to their 


respective families or departments be properly kept. 
ARTICLE V, 


Sec. 1. The office of family Deacons and Deaconess 
es has long been established in the Church, and 1s esseuti- 
ally necessary for the care, management and direction 
of the domestic concerns of each family, order or branch 
of the Church. They are required to be persons of cor- 
rect and well-grounded faith in the established princi- 
ples of the gospel’ faithful in duty; closely united to 
their Elders, and of sufficient sharky for business. Of 
these qualifications the Ministry and Elders, by whom 
they are chosen and = must be the judges.— 
Their number in each family is generally two of each 
sex, but may be more or less according to the size of 
the family and the extent of thcir various duties. 

Sec. 2. The Deacons and Deaconesses of families are 
intrusted with the care and oversight of the domestic 
concerns of their respective families. It is their duty to 
make proper arrangements in business; to maintain good 
order; to watch over, counsel and direct the members ia 
their various occupations, as occasion may require; to 
make application to the office-deacons for whatever sup- 
plies are needed in the several departments of the family, 
to maintain union, harmony and good understanding with 
the said office-deacons, and to report to their Elders 
the state of matters which fall under their cognizance 
and observation. But their power is restricted to the do- 
mestic concerns of their several families or departmente 
‘and does not extend to any immediate or direct inter- 
course with those without the bounds of the Church:— 
They have no immediate concern with trade and com- 


‘merce ;—It is not their business to buy and sell, nor in 


any way dispose of the property under their care, ex- 
cept with the union and approbation of the Trustees. 
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(44) 
every description, belonging to the Church, in trust, fos 
the uses and purposes expcred in, and subject to the 


rules, conditions and regulations prescribed by the cove- 
nant or constitution of the said Church, or any amend- 
ments thereto which shall hereafter be adopted by the 
my approbation of the Church, and in conformity to 
e primitive faith and acknowledged egg of the 
Society: and the said Declaration shall be in writing, 
duly executed under the hand and seal of such trustee 
or trustees, and shall be recorded in the book of records 
provided for in the preceding section. sys 
Sec. 6. We further covenant and agree, That in case 
it should, at any time happen, that the office of trustee. 
should become vacant, by the death or defection of all the 
Trustees in whom may be vested the fee of the lands or 
real estate belonging to said Church or Society; then and 
in that case, a successor or successors shall be appointed 
by the constitutional authority recognized in this cove- 
nant, according to the rules and regulations prescribed 
by the same: and the said appointment being duly re- 
corded in the Book of Records provided for in this arti- 


_cle, shall be deemed, and is hereby declared to vest in 
such successor or successors all the right, interest and — 


authority of his or their predecessors, 1n respect to all 
such lands, property or estate belonging to the Church 


ARTICLE IV. 


Sec. 1. THE united interests and objects of Believers 


established in gospel-order, require that Elders should be 
chosen and appointed for the spiritual protection of fami- 


lies; who are to take the Jead in their several. depart- 


ments, in the care and government of the concerns of the 


Charch, and of the several families pertaining to the 
Society. Their numbér and order should correspond 
with ‘that of the ‘Ministry. They are required to be 

of good understanding, of approved faithfulness 
and ‘integrity, and gifted in 


They must be selected and appointed by the Ministry, 
who are ‘to judge of their qualifications. 


‘Bec. % As faithful watchmen upon the walls of Ziony 
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|... principles herein.contained, and by fulfilling, on their 
part, all 1ts obligations. , 
_ Sec. 4,. As the door must be kept open for the admis- 
sion of new mémbérs.into the Church, when duly i 
{ pared, it is agreed that each and every person who shall 
. at any time after the date and execution of the church- 
covenant in any branch of the community, be admitted 
into the Church, as a member thereof, shall, sine My 
have a fair opportunity to obtain a full, clear, and expli- 
cit understanding of the object and design of the church- 
covenant, and of the obligations it enjoins on the mem- 
bers. For this purpose, he or she shall, in the presence 
oftwo of the Deacons or acting Trustees of the Church, 
read said covenant, or hear the same distinctly read; so 
as to. be able, freely, to acknowledge his or her full ap- 
robation and acceptance thereof, in all its parts. Then 
e, she, or they, as the case may be, shall be at ret 
to sign the same, and having signed and sealed it, shall, 
thenceforth, be. entitled to all the privileges of other 
members; and shall also be subject to all the obligations 
i: of the original signers; and the signature or signatures 
thus added, shall be certified by the said deacons or trus- 
tees, together with the date thereof. | 
i Sec. 5. Youth. and children, being minors, cannot be 
; received as members of the Church; yet it is agreed that 
they may be received under the immediate care and go- 
vernment of the Church, at the desire or consent of such 
. person. or persons as have a lawful right to such minors: 
together with their own desire or consent: but no minor, 
under the care of the Church, can be employed, therein, 
= for wages.ofany kind. 
tS ARTICLE 


Sec. 1. Te has been found necessary, in the established. 
order of the society, in its various branches, that super- 
| intending deacons or agents should be appointed, and. 


authorized to act as Trustees of the temporalities of the. 

Church. They must be recommended by their honesty 
q and integrity, their fidelity in trust, and their capacity — 
r _ for the transaction of business, of which qualifications. 


the, Ministry and, Elders are to be the judges. ‘These 


iF 
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trustees are generally known among’ us, by the title of 
Office-deacons,- of which there aremstially two of each 
sex; and being appointed by the authority aforesaid, and 
supported by the general approbation of the Church, 
they are vested with power to take the charge’ and over- | 
sight of all the property, estate, and interest, dedicated, ° , 
devoted, consecrated and given up forthe bénefit ofthe __ 
Church; to hold, in trust, the fee ofall lands belonging 
to the Church; fe, rt with all gifts, grants and dona- 
tions which have been, or may, hereafter, be dedicated, 
devoted, consecrated and given up as aforesaid: and the | 
said property, estate, interést, gifts, grants and donations 
shall constitute the consecrated and united interest of the 
Church, and shall be held in trust by the said deacons, as 
acting ‘Trustees in their official capacity, ‘and by their 
successors in said office and trust forever. 
Sec. 2. It is and shall be the duty of the’ said deacoris 
or acting trustees to eae use and appropriate the 
said united interest for the benefit of the Church, in all 
its departments, and for such other religious and charit- 
able purposes ‘as the gospel ‘may ‘require, ‘and ‘also to 
make ail just and equitable defense, in law,’ for the pro- 
tection and security of the consecrated’ and united in- 
terest, rights and privilegés of' the-‘Chutch and: Society, 
jointly and severally, as'an associated ‘community, ‘as far 
as circumstances and the nature of the case may require. 
P,ovided nevertheless, that all the transactions ofthesaid - 
Trastees, in the management, protection, défense and 
disposal of the aforesaid interest, shall be‘ for the benefit 
i privilege, and in behalf of ‘the Church or of the So- gs 
ciety as aforesaid, and not for any private'interest, ‘ob- # 
Sec, 3. It shall also be the duty of the said Trustees, © 
to give information to the Ministry & Eldérs,concérning 
the general state of the temporal concerns of the Chure 
and Sotiety committed to their charge; ‘and also to re- 
ort to'sald ‘authority ‘all losses sustained in the united 
fiterést thereof, which shall’ comie under’ their ¢ogniz- 
ance:— and tio disposal of any of the real ‘estate of the 
Church, nor any important contract shall be‘ considered ea 


valid, without-the knowledge’ atid approbation of te” 
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authority afdreseid, to whom the said Deacons or Trus- 
tees are and Shall, at all times, be held responsible in 
| all their transactions. «- | | 
| Sec. @.-it dgali@e the duty of the said office-deacons 
| to keep; 6 kept, regular Books of account, 
‘ in which shall be @ntered the debit and ¢fedit accounts 


of all mercantile-operations and business transactions 
between the @nd others—all receits and expen- 
ditures, bonds, notes and bills of account, and all other 
matters that concern the united interest of the Church.— 
Also, a Book or Books of Record, in which shall be re- 
corded a true and correct copy of this covenant; also all 
appointments, removals and changes in office, of Minis- 
ters, Elders, Deacons and "Trastees; all admissions, re- 
movals,' departure and’ decease of members; together 
with all other matters and transactions of a public nature 
which are necessary to be recorded for the benefit of the 
Church; ‘and for the preservation and security of the doc- 
uments, papers and written instruments pertaining to: the 
united interest‘ and concerns of the Church committed 
to their charge. “And the said records shall be annually 
inspected b the’ leading authorities of the Church; and 
they, together’ with the ‘Trustees, shall be. the official 

- auditors of the same; and the signature of any one or. 
more of said auditors, with the date of inspection and 
approval, shall be deemed sufficient authority for the cor- 
rectness of the facts atid matters so recorded. 

Sec. 5. For the. better security of the consecrated 
ahd united interest of the Church to the proper.uses.and | 
patporss stipulated in this Covenant, it shall be the duty 
of the Trustee or Trustees, who may be vested with the 

i lawful fitle or claim to the real estate of.the Church, to 
~*~ make and execute a Declaration of Trust,in.due form 
of law, embracing all and singular the lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments, with every matter of interest; per-.. 
taining to the Church, which, at the time. being, may 
be’ vested in him or. them, or that\may.in fature come 
: under his or their official charge, during his.or their said © 
big trusteeship: and the said. declaration shall state express- - 
eae ly, that such Trustee or Trustees hold such, lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, and all the personal property of 
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